RIFA (France-Albania Innovation Research):
a scholarship program dedicated to researchers
High Level Scientific Stays (SSHN)
Year 2026

The Embassy of France in Albania is calling for applications for High Level Scientific Stay (SSHN) scholarships for the year 2026. It finances short-term scientific stays (1 to 2 months) in research teams in France to take place during the year 2026. The mobility must be part of a scientific cooperation project between the attached university in Albania and the host university in France.
Scientific fields and areas of application
This programme aims to support the mobility of Albanian researchers in the fields of STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) and in particular digital technologies (including their hardware, software dimensions and advanced applications such as artificial intelligence), and environmental sciences. The sectors of application targeted are in particular digital services, the environment (water treatment, waste), renewable energies, low-carbon transport and mobility, urban development, tourism.

Scholars receive an allowance to cover their living expenses and additional health insurance. They can benefit from help from Campus France to find accommodation.
Conditions
Be of Albanian nationality and reside in Albania.
This program is divided into two categories:
Case 1 — Young researcher (doctoral and post-doctoral)
· PhD student (under 40 years old) from all fields, enrolled in PhD in Albania
· post-doctoral fellow/researcher who has obtained the thesis for less than five years, attached to a university or scientific research organization in Albania
Amount of the allowance: 1850 € for a stay of one month.
Case 2 – Confirmed Researcher
· Post-doctoral fellow/researcher who has obtained the thesis for more than 5 years, professor-researcher at a university or scientific research organization in Albania
Amount of the allowance: 2055 € for a stay of one month.
Filing of the file
Case 1- For a High Level Scientific Stay – Young researcher
· Application form
· a copy of the passport
· a curriculum vitae (CV)
· a certificate of registration in the thesis in Albania for doctoral students
· a copy of the doctoral degree for post-doctoral students
· an invitation letter from the candidate’s French host institution mentioning the period of stay
· a presentation of the candidate’s scientific project and the research to be carried out during the stay.
· a presentation of the project of scientific cooperation between the university in Albania and the host university in France (1 page maximum).
Case 2- For a High Level Scientific Stay – Confirmed Researcher
· Application form
· a copy of the passport
· a curriculum vitae (CV)
· a copy of the doctoral degree
· an invitation letter from the candidate’s French host institution mentioning the period of stay
· a presentation of the candidate’s scientific project and the research to be carried out during the stay.
· a presentation of the project of scientific cooperation between the university in Albania and the host university in France (1 page maximum).

Submission of the file
All documents must be deposited or sent by mail before 12 June 2026 to the French Embassy at the address: rruga Skënderbej, 14, Tiranë. A scanned copy of the file (all documents in a single PDF file whose size should not exceed 7 MB) should also be sent by email to: scac.tirana-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr
For any questions regarding the application process, please email: scac.tirana-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr

